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Survey highlights homelessness among students in the capital

An expert in housing is trying to raise awareness about the plight of students who
find themselves homeless.

Patrick Mulrenan, Senior Lecturer at London Metropolitan University, carried out the
research in the School of Social Professions. He found that homelessness is a
hidden problem among students, with some students sleeping on floors, staying with
friends and relatives or in council temporary accommodation.

Mulrenan worked alongside colleagues Simon Cox and Julia Atkins to carry out the
survey in April 2016 and found that student homelessness affects a range of
students at university.

Patrick said: "Student homelessness is a hidden problem among students, not just at
London Met but across London.

“‘We need to find out how many students are affected by homelessness in London
and encourage them to use the support that is available. We want to use this
research to get the message out there that there is help available, and encourage
students to tell us if they are homeless.”

Many of the students surveyed indicated that they knew other students facing similar
challenges at other universities, highlighting a student housing problem across
London.
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About London Metropolitan University

London Met has been providing education to people from all backgrounds since
1848, with the creation of the Metropolitan Evening Classes for Working Men.

Four faculties teach cutting-edge, relevant courses across the arts, sciences,
business, law and humanities. Accelerator — London Met’s specialist business
incubator — helps graduates get their enterprises up and running and was named



among the Top Five ‘Most Active’ accelerators in Europe in 2015, highlighting its
contribution to London’s booming start-up industry.

London Met is home to world-leading academics who regularly give expert comment
to the media. The University scored well in the 2014 Research Excellence
Framework, being ranked 4th in the country for Area Studies and performing strongly
in Education and Social Studies.

The University is strongly focused on employability. In 2015, London Met recorded
its highest ever graduate employment score, with 91.1% of all 2013/14 graduates in
work or further study six months after graduation.
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