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Press Release  
29 February 2016  
 

London: the unaffordable city? 
 

 Why is London housing so expensive? 

 What can be done to help students in the housing crisis? 
  
Join Tom Copley, Labour chair of the Greater London Authority (GLA) Housing 
Committee; Sian Berry, the Green Party candidate for Mayor of 
London; Andrew Boff, Conservative member of the GLA Housing 
Committee, Kristian Niemietz, from the Institute of Economic Affairs; 
and Betsy Dillner, Director of Generation Rent for a debate on one of London’s 
most explosive issues. 
  
London Met’s Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities hosts a live 
discussion on Tuesday 1 March. 
  
With homelessness on the rise and the need for approximately 63,000 more 
homes every year, students moving to the city face extortionate rents in  a 
highly competitive market. 
  
Shelly Asquith, NUS vice president (welfare) says “Currently student 
accommodation takes up 95% of the maximum amount of finance available for 
a student, which leaves them with an impossibly small amount of money to live on.” 
  
-Ends- 
  
Book a ticket on 
https://london-the- unaffordable-city.eventbrite. co.uk 
  
Event Information: 
  
London: The Unaffordable City? 
  
Tuesday, 1 March 2016 from 16:30 to 19:00 
Henry Thomas Room, TG30 
London Metropolitan University  
166-220 Holloway Road  
London 
N7 8DB 
  
Speakers: 
·        Tom Copley, Labour chair of the GLA Housing Committee 
·        Sian Berry, Green Party candidate for Mayor of London 
·        Andrew Boff, Conservative member of the GLA Housing Committee 

https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly/tom-copley
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/housing-committee
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/housing-committee
http://www.sianberry.org.uk/
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly/andrew-boff
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/housing-committee
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/housing-committee
http://www.iea.org.uk/blog/tags/kristian-niemietz
http://www.iea.org.uk/
http://www.generationrent.org/betsy_dillner
http://www.generationrent.org/
https://london-the-unaffordable-city.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly/tom-copley
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/housing-committee
http://www.sianberry.org.uk/
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly/andrew-boff
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/housing-committee
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 Kristian Niemietz, Institue of Economic Affairs 

 Betsy Dillner, Generation Rent FSSH  
  
The event will be a panel discussion open to questions from the audience, 
followed by refreshments 

 
-Ends- 
  
Contact  
 
Charlotte White | PR & Internal Communications Assistant  
External Relations | London Metropolitan University 
 
+020 7133 3991 
c.white1@londonmet.ac.uk 
 
About London Metropolitan University 
 
London Met has been providing education to people from all backgrounds since 
1848, with the creation of the Metropolitan Evening Classes for Working Men.  
 
Four faculties teach cutting-edge, relevant courses across the arts, sciences, 
business, law and humanities. Accelerator – London Met’s specialist business 
incubator – helps graduates get their enterprises up and running and was named 
among the Top Five ‘Most Active’ accelerators in Europe in 2015, highlighting its 
contribution to London’s booming start-up industry. 
 
London Met is home to world-leading academics who regularly give expert comment 
to the media. The University scored well in the 2014 Research Excellence 
Framework, being ranked 4th in the country for Area Studies and performing strongly 
in Education and Social Studies. 
 
The University is strongly focused on employability. In 2015, London Met recorded 
its highest ever graduate employment score, with 91.1% of all 2013/14 graduates in 
work or further study six months after graduation.  
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